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INTRODUCTION 

 

Perhaps the sentiments contained in the following pages, are not yet sufficiently fashionable to 

procure them general Favor; a long Habit of not thinking a Thing wrong, gives it a superficial 

appearance of being right, and raises at first a formidable outcry in defence of Custom. But the 

Tumult soon subsides. Time makes more Converts than Reason. 

As a long and violent abuse of power is generally the means of calling the right of it in question, 

(and in matters too which might never have been thought of, had not the sufferers been aggravated 

into the inquiry,) and as the King of England hath undertaken in his own right, to support the 

Parliament in what he calls Theirs, and as the good People of this Country are grievously oppressed 

by the Combination, they have an undoubted privilege to enquire into the Pretensions of both, and 

equally to reject the Usurpation of either. 

In the following Sheets, the Author hath studiously avoided every thing which is personal among 

ourselves. Compliments as well as censure to individuals make no part thereof. The wise and the 

worthy need not the triumph of a Pamphlet; and those whose sentiments are injudicious or 

unfriendly will cease of themselves, unless too much pains is bestowed upon their conversions. 

The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of all mankind. Many circumstances have, 

and will arise, which are not local, but universal, and through which the principles of all lovers of 

mankind are affected, and in the event of which their affections are interested. The laying a country 

desolate with fire and sword, declaring war against the natural rights of all mankind, and 

extirpating the defenders thereof from the face of the earth, is the concern of every man to whom 

nature hath given the power of feeling; of which class, regardless of party censure, is 

         

       The Author. 
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IV. OF THE PRESENT ABILITY OF AMERICA 

 

[.....]  

 

TO CONCLUDE, however strange it may appear to some, or however unwilling they may be to 

think so, matters not, but many strong and striking reasons may be given to show, that nothing can 

settle our affairs so expeditiously as an open and determined declaration for independance. Some 

of which are, 

First—It is the custom of Nations, when any two are at war, for some other powers, not engaged 

in the quarrel, to step in as mediators, and bring about the preliminaries of a peace: But while 

America calls herself the subject of Great Britain, no power, however well disposed she may be, 

can offer her mediation. Wherefore, in our present state we may quarrel on for ever. 

Secondly—It is unreasonable to suppose, that France or Spain will give us any kind of assistance, 

if we mean only to make use of that assistance for the purpose of repairing the breach, and 

strengthening the connection between Britain and America; because, those powers would be 

sufferers by the consequences. 

Thirdly—While we profess ourselves the subjects of Britain, we must, in the eyes of foreign 

nations, be considered as Rebels. The precedent is somewhat dangerous to their peace, for men to 

be in arms under the name of subjects: we, on the spot, can solve the paradox; but to unite resistance 

and subjection, requires an idea much too refined for common understanding. 

Fourthly—Were a manifesto to be published, and despatched to foreign Courts, setting forth the 

miseries we have endured, and the peaceful methods which we have ineffectually used for redress; 

declaring at the same time, that not being able any longer to live happily or safely under the cruel 

disposition of the British Court, we had been driven to the necessity of breaking off all connections 

with her; at the same time, assuring all such Courts of our peaceable disposition towards them, and 

of our desire of entering into trade with them: such a memorial would produce more good effects 

to this Continent, than if a ship were freighted with petitions to Britain. 

Under our present denomination of British subjects, we can neither be received nor heard abroad: 

the custom of all Courts is against us, and will be so, until by an independance we take rank with 

other nations. 

These proceedings may at first seem strange and difficult, but like all other steps which we have 

already passed over, will in a little time become familiar and agreeable: and until an independance 

is declared, the Continent will feel itself like a man who continues putting off some unpleasant 

business from day to day, yet knows it must be done, hates to set about it, wishes it over, and is 

continually haunted with the thoughts of its necessity. 



 4 

 

APPENDIX. 

 

[.....]  

 

I shall conclude these remarks, with the following timely and well-intended hints. We ought to 

reflect, that there are three different ways by which an independancy may hereafter be effected; 

and that one of those three, will, one day or other, be the fate of America, viz. By the legal voice 

of the people in Congress; by a military power; or by a mob: It may not always happen that our 

soldiers are citizens, and the multitude a body of reasonable men; virtue, as I have already 

remarked, is not hereditary, neither is it perpetual. Should an independancy be brought about by 

the first of those means, we have every opportunity and every encouragement before us, to form 

the noblest, purest constitution on the face of the earth. We have it in our power to begin the world 

over again. A situation, similar to the present, hath not happened since the days of Noah until now. 

The birthday of a new world is at hand, and a race of men, perhaps as numerous as all Europe 

contains, are to receive their portion of freedom from the events of a few months. The reflection 

is awful, and in this point of view, how trifling, how ridiculous, do the little paltry cavilings of a 

few weak or interested men appear, when weighed against the business of a world. 

Should we neglect the present favorable and inviting period, and independance be hereafter 

effected by any other means, we must charge the consequence to ourselves, or to those rather 

whose narrow and prejudiced souls are habitually opposing the measure, without either inquiring 

or reflecting. There are reasons to be given in support of independance which men should rather 

privately think of, than be publicly told of. We ought not now to be debating whether we shall be 

independant or not, but anxious to accomplish it on a firm, secure, and honorable basis, and uneasy 

rather that it is not yet began upon. Every day convinces us of its necessity. Even the Tories (if 

such beings yet remain among us) should, of all men, be the most solicitous to promote it; for as 

the appointment of committees at first protected them from popular rage, so, a wise and well 

established form of government will be the only certain means of continuing it securely to them. 

Wherefore, if they have not virtue enough to be WHIGS, they ought to have prudence enough to 

wish for independance. 
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In short, Independance is the only BOND that tye and keep us together. We shall then see our 

object, and our ears will be legally shut against the schemes of an intriguing, as well as cruel, 

enemy. We shall then, too, be on a proper footing to treat with Britain; for there is reason to 

conclude, that the pride of that court will be less hurt by treating with the American states for terms 

of peace, than with those, whom she denominates “rebellious subjects,” for terms of 

accommodation. It is our delaying in that, encourages her to hope for conquest, and our 

backwardness tends only to prolong the war. As we have, without any good effect therefrom, 

withheld our trade to obtain a redress of our grievances, let us now try the alternative, by 

independantly redressing them ourselves, and then offering to open the trade. The mercantile and 

reasonable part of England, will be still with us; because, peace, with trade, is preferable to war 

without it. And if this offer be not accepted, other courts may be applied to. 

On these grounds I rest the matter. And as no offer hath yet been made to refute the doctrine 

contained in the former editions of this pamphlet, it is a negative proof, that either the doctrine 

cannot be refuted, or, that the party in favor of it are too numerous to be opposed. WHEREFORE, 

instead of gazing at each other with suspicious or doubtful curiosity, let each of us hold out to his 

neighbor the hearty hand of friendship, and unite in drawing a line, which, like an act of oblivion, 

shall bury in forgetfulness every former dissention. Let the names of Whig and Tory be extinct; 

and let none other be heard among us, than those of a good citizen; an open and resolute friend; 

and a virtuous supporter of the RIGHTS of MANKIND, and of the FREE AND INDEPENDANT 

STATES OF AMERICA. 

 


